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The  first  official  gathering  of  "See  You  At 
the  Pole"  happened  on  September  12, 1990, 
with  45,000  students  praying  on  1,200  cam¬ 
puses  in  four  states.  By  1998,  more  than 
three  million  students  in  50  states  and  20 
countries  participated,  according  to  Focus 
on  the  Family  statistics.  The  numbers  have 
risen  every  year  since  then. 

Lifewayonline.com  questioned  a  stu¬ 
dent  named  Sherry  after  the  most  recent 
Pole  event: 

"Wh^dw  I  go?- Well,  obviously  1  go  to 
pray  but  also,  I  go  to  identify  myself  with 
other  Christians  at  my  school.  We  want  to  At  Brookhaven  High  School,  students 
see  God  touch  the  lives  of  other  students,  began  arriving  by  ones  and  twos,  then  by 
Some  of  them  are  pretty  messed  up,  you  the  dozens  as  the  7  a.m.  hour  approached. 

raying  in  the  large  group  and 
smaller  i 


HUMBLE  BEFORE  GOD  —  This  small  group  of  students  was  one  of  several  groups  who 
continued  to  pray  after  the  See  You  at  the  Pole  event  at  Brookhaven  High  School  September 
18.  Approximately  100  students  attended  the  early  morning  prayer  service  at  the  school. 
(BR  pnoto  by  Tony  Martin)  .  .  -  ~  — . 


the  ministry.  1  heard  of  one  school  that 
this  was  their  first  year  of  participation." 
In  the  early  years  of  See  You  at  the 
There  was  praying  in  the  large* group  and  Pole,  some  schools  apparently  felt  that 
— ,  then  in  smaller  groups,  punctuated  allowing  their  students  to  gather  for 
by  familiar  praise  choruses  led  by  the  prayer  on  the  school  property  might  vio- 
students.  late  the  so-called  separation  of  church 

”1  think  See  You  at  the  Pole  has  been  and  state, 
successful  because  of  the  spirit  it  was  However,  a  broad  consensus  quickly 
organized  under,"  said  Mike  Brister,  developed  within  the  legal  and  educa- 
associate  pastor  for  students  at  First  tional  communities  that  See  You  at  the 
Church,  Brookhaven.  Pole  posed  no  constitutional  problem. 

"Prayer,  plus  the  networking  of  The  American  Civil  Liberties  Union 
.  |  youth  ministers  across  the  country,  has  (ACLU)  even  published  a  paper  titled 
made  this  a  great  event.  This  is  an  Religion  in  the  Public  Schools:  A  Joint 
•  annual  event  the  kids  look  forward  to.  Statement  of  Current  Law,  stating  "school 
S  and  we  do  promote  it  by  doing  some  officials,  acting  in  an  official  capacity,  may 
j  pre-Pole  prep  work,  with  testimonies  neither  discourage  nor  encourage  partici- 
yg  and  videos  from  previous  years.  pation  in  such  an  event." 

"Lincoln  Association  did  an  event  This  document  was  signed  by  groups  as 
Wednesday  night  after  the  Pole  Drayer  diverse  as  Americans  United  for 
time,  and  there  were  probably  800  peo-  Separation  oT  Church  and  State,  the 
pie  attending."  American  Muslim  Council,  the  National 

H|  "See  You  at  the  Pole  is  a  credit  to  Association  of  Evangelicals,  and  the 
teenagers,  youth  ministers,  parents,  American  Jewish  Congress, 
school  administrators  all  over  the  coun-  Although  there  have  been  minor  skir- 

■  try,"  said  Don  Lum,  Adult/Youth  consul-  mishes  over  the  years,  perhaps  because 
taht  in  the  Sunday  School  department  of  of  this  lack  of  threats  of  organized  litiga- 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  tion,  very  few  schools  have  opposed  See 
Board.  "It's  not  a  fad, hut  a  real  way  for  You  at  the  Pole. 

students  to  express  their  faith.  "The  school  administrations  have  been 

B  "It's  an  opportunity  for  students  to  very  positive,  reallv  behind  it,"  said  Brister. 
■■  pray  for  their  schools,  their  nation,  and  "As  long  as  its  student-initiated  and  student- 
each  other,"  Lum  continued.  "If  it  were  led,  there  haven't  been  any  problems." 
a  gimmick,  it  wouldnt  have  lasted."  See  You  at  the  Pole  summons  students 

Lum  was  pleased  not  only  at  the  to  prayer  each  .year  on  the  third 

■  response  to  the  Pole  event  itself,  but  Wednesday  in  September. 

the  rallies  and  other  preparatory  Some  gatherings  have  been  huge,  like  the 
events  surrounding  the  designated  2,500  who  turned  out  at  Liberty  University  in 
B  prayer  time.  "I've  heard  from  several  Lynchburg,  Va.,  last  year.  Others  may  have 
rly  schools  and  associations,"  he  said,  hundreds  or  just  a  handful, 
igh  "and  the  rallies  leading  up  to  the  In  Waterboro,  Maine,  one  girl  »has 
:)le  Pole,  on  the  Sundays  and  Tuesdays  prayed  alone  for  two  years  in  a  row.  \ 
ual  prior  to,  and  the  Wednesday  night  for  more  information  on  this  yearly 
tin)  following,  have  been  a  strong"  part  of  event,  go  to  www.syatp.com. 
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A  most  interesting  news  item  is  to  be 
found  in  the  latest  issue  of  Baptist 
J.  A  Times,  Great  Britain's  equivalent  of 
The  Baptist  Record.  "Blair  approves  Welsh 
Bishop  as  Primate,"  declared  the  large, 
bolded  headline. 

According  to  the  article  beneath  the 
headline,  the  Prime  Minister  of  Great 
Britain  has  made  up  his  mind  regarding 
the  appointment  of  tne  next  Archbishop  or 
Canterbury  —  the  head  of  the  Church  of 
England  who  is  also  known  by  the  title  of 
Primate  of  All  England. 

"Tonv  Blair  has  decided  to  appoint  the 
head  of  the  Church  of  Wales  as  the 
next  Archbishop  of  Canterbury... 
The  Archbishop  is  chosen  by  the 
Crown  Appointments  Commission, 
which  met  in  secret  earlier  this 
summer.  It  passes  two  names  on  to 
the  Prime  Minister,  who  then 
selects  one  as  a  recommendation  to 
the  Queen.  However,  the  Prime 
Minister  is  also  able  to  refuse  both 
names  and  ask  the  commission  to 
provide  other  suggestions,"  states 
the  Baptist  Times  article. 

- ,  For  freedom-loving  Baptists  and 

H.  many  others  like  us,  the  Church  of 
I  England's  entanglement  in  the  secu- 
* r*  lar  politics  of  Great  Britain  provides  a 
cautionary  tale  of  the  high  price  God's 
people  must  eventually  pay  when  we 
seek  to  mix  the  power  and  authority  of  the 
secular  world  with  our  spiritual  calling. 

The  first  historical  notation  of  the 
Church  of  England  apparently  comes  from 
the  records  of  the  Council  of  Arles  in  314 
A.D.,  which  was  attended  by  three  British 
bishops.  The  church  continued  to  develop 
and  eventually  forged  a  relationship  witn 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  that  recog¬ 
nized  the  Pope's  authority. 

The  infamous  English  monarch  Henry  VUI 
found  the  Roman  Catholic  Church's  refusal 
to  bless  and  annul  his  various  marriages  to  be 
a  serious  inconvenience  to  his  lifestyle.  He 
declared  the  Pope  had  no  authority  in  his 
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domain  and  moved  to  install  - 

the  Church  of  England  as  the 
official  church  of  the  country  \»  Omt 

so  he  could  do  as  he  pleased  a’t*.  . 

with  the  sanction  of  a  church 
body  he  controlled.  »» CW 

The  Act  of  Supremacy  in  Nlf  / 

1534  made  the  King  (or 
Queen)  of  England  the  titular 
head  of  the  national  church 
and  further  solidified  the 
monarchy's  political  control. 

Although  Queen  Elizabeth  1 

S anted  "independence"  to 
e  Church  of  England  in 
1558,  the  ability  to  appoint 
the  head  of  the  church 
remains  a  secular  political 
process  to  this  day. 

The  whole  process  of  the 
government  appointing  a 
church  leader  must  seem 
odd  to  American  Christians, 
who  have  worshipped  for 
more  than  200  years  under 
constitutional  protections 
that  keep  the  government 
out  of  church  business.  The 
provisions  in  the  U.S. 

Constitution  dealing  with 

freedom  of  religion  were  - 

placed  in  that  venerable  document,  at  least  in 
part,  to  avoid  a  Church  of  England  situation 
which  the  Founding  Fathers  saw  as  not  in  the 
best  interests  of  the  church  nor  the  state. 

However,  that  doesn't  mean  the  govern¬ 
ment  hasn't  attempted  to  interfere  with 
church  business  over  the  years.  The  history 
of  "the  courts  in  America  is  littered  with 
famous  cases  challenging  various  political 
schemes  designed  to  gain  control  over 
some  aspect  of  religious  freedom  —  often 
to  just  shut  us  up  or  deny  us  our  rightful 
place  in  the  marketplace  of  ideas. 

We've  seen  it  over  the  years  as  Christians 
have  attempted  to  loosely  band  together  to 
make  our  voices  heard  in  political  debate. 
We've  seen  it  as  Christians  have  sought  to 


'BUT  FASTOR,  7H6R6  HAS  TO  M 
A  VMA Y  ID  LAY  UMRiASURC  IN 
HBAWBKI  WITHOUT  it  COSTIN6 
Nie  ACTUAL  WON6Y/"  . 


make  a  difference  in  so&e  of  the  hot-button 
issues  of  our  day,  such  as  church-state  separa¬ 
tion,  abortion,  and  prayer  in  schools. 

The  political  establishment  would  like 
nothing  better  than  to  silence  us,  to  mar¬ 
ginalize  us  in  ways  that  would  allow  them 
to  carry  through  on  their  agendas  without 
interference.  We  must  stand  firm  against 
their  pressure  and  their  machinations. 

Our  voices  deserve  to  be  heard.  To  that 
end,  we  should  remember  the  words  of  Peter 
and  John  in  Acts  5:29,  when  they  were  con¬ 
fronted  about  their  witness  by  the  most  pow¬ 
erful  political/religious  body  of  their  day:  We 
must  obey  Cod  rather  than  men! 

May  our  generation  be  found  faithful  to 
that  call,  as  well. 
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Editor's  note:  The  writer  is  a 
young  Southern  Baptist  who  went 
to  serve  in  the  Arab  world  soon 
after  the  Sept.  11  attacks.  His 
name  is  being  withheld  for  securi¬ 
ty  reasons.  His  story  was  distrib¬ 
uted  by  Baptist  Press. 

J arrived  at  the  International 
Mission  Board's  Missionary 
Learning  Center  in  Virginia  on 
Sept.  9,  2001,  to  train  for  my 
new  mission  assignment  in  the 
Middle  East.  Two  days  later,  being  bombarded  with  news  educated  on  the  history  of .  the 
airplanes  crashed  into  the  broadcasts,  we  were  living  problems  there. 

World  Trade  Center  in  New  without  televisions  or  radios  in  The  more  I  read,  the  more 
York  City,  the  Pentagon  in  our  rooms.  dismayed  I  became  that  I  had 

Washington,  D.C.,  and  the  After  the  first  day  or  two,  voluntarilychosen  to  go  there) 
ground  near  Shanksville.  Pa.  many  of  us  decided  not  even  to  The  dismay^Uickly  returned  to 
That  day  is  a  bit  of  a  blur  to  discuss  it.  The  general  consensus,  fright  — '  which  was  only 
me  now.  I  realize  for  most  Deo-  seemed  to  be  that  we  were  more  encouraged  by  the  barrage  of 
pie  the  details  are  firmly  plant-  likely  to  keep  our  faith  in  the  phone  calls  from  friends  and 
ed  in  their  memories  —  maybe  Lord's  will  for  us  if  we  avoided  family  telling  me  I  couldn't 
because  they  actually  exp'eri-  focusing  on  the  evil  of  mankind,  possibly  still  go. 
enced  it,  whereas  I  viewed  it  Consequently,  while  the  Eventually,  people  stopped 
from  a  distance,  kind  of  like  world  was  absorbed  in  the  9/11  trying  to  convince  me  not  to  go 
one  of  those  little  glass  balls  disaster,  we  strolled  around  our  and  simply  assumed  I  wouldrvt. 
you  shake  and  watch  the  snow  bizarrely  peaceful  camp,  isolat-  That  was  when  1  began  to  won- 
settle  over  a  village.  ed  in  the  middle  of  the  lush  der  if  I  had  made  the  wrong  deci- 

I  do  know  that  somebody  Virginia  countryside.  We  saw  sion.  I  knew  1  had  been  called  by 
made  an  announcement  about  nobody  except  ourselves,  and  God  to  go,  but  what  if  I  had  mis- 
the  attacks  to  our  missionary  thanks  to  our  busy  days  and  understood  the  direction? 
orientation  group.  We  dis-  activity-filled  nights,  we  rarely  Finally,  in  a  moment  of 
cussed  what  had  happened  and  talked  to  outsiders.  panic,  I  tried  (o  call  one  of  the 

our  feelings.  I  really  didn't  However,  since  1  would  be  missionary  orientation  leaders 
understand  the  magnitude  of  on  the  way  to  the  Middle  East  to  tell  him  I  needed  to  be  reas- 
the  situation  at  that  point,  in  a  month" and  a  half,  1  decided  signed  someplace  else,  but  I 
While  the  rest  of  the  world  was  I  had  better  become  a  bit  more  couldn't  reach  him. 


That  night,  1  prayed  like 
crazy  that  God  would  show  me 
what  to  do.  Sure  enough,  the 
next  morning  I  was  filled  with 
peace,  and  I  knew  that  I  would 
stand  by  my  original  decision. 

From  the  moment  I  arrived 
in  the  Middle  East  last  fall,  I 
have  never  once  been  persecut¬ 
ed  for  my  faith.  I  have  not  once 
been  afraid  for  my  personal 
safety.  The  Arab  people  love  to 
talk  about  politics  —  it's  a  huge 
part  of  their  lives,  but  a  much 
larger  part  of  their  lives  is  rela¬ 
tionships.  I  have  never  met  an 
Arab  who  would  pass  up  mak¬ 
ing  a  friend  or  risk  isolating  a 
friend  for  the  sake  of  making  a 
political  point. 

It  was  interesting  to  come  to 
the  Middle  East  when  1  did, 
because  Christian  workers 
were  leaving  and  nobody  was 
coming  to  take  their  place. 
Slowly  but  surely,  however, 
more  people  are  signing  on  to 
join  us. 

I  think  that  9/11  —  the  very 
event  that  initially  scared  people 
away  —  will  be  the  thing  God 
uses  to  make  people  aware  of  the 
desperate  need  for  workers  here. 

I  can  only  pray  that  I  will 
still  be  here  when  God's  plan 
really  comes  into  focus  —  and 
we  begin  to  see  His  name  glori¬ 
fied  in  this  land. 
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It's  a  good  thing  Ralph  Shepherd 
is  not  a  gunslinger.  His  belt 
would  not  be  long  enough  for  all 
of  his  "victory"  notches  —  but 
then,  too.  Shepherd's  goal  is 
much  different  from  the  Wild 
West  sharpshooters. 

Those  men  had  death  as  their 
goal.  Shepherd  has  life  as  his 

goal.  The  83-year-old  chaplain 
as  led  more  than  2,600  people 
to  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  —  all  of 
them  behind  prison  bars. 

He  has  a  no-nonsense 
approach  to  witnessing  and  can 
immediately  quo^te  blocks  of 
Scripture  to  counteract  any 
excuse  a  prisoner  may  come  up 
with  for  rejecting  Jesus. 

"If  I  come  away  from  the  jail 
without  at  least  two  to  three 
salvations.  I've  failed,"  said 
Shepherd,  who  has  been  work¬ 
ing  in  jail/prison  ministry  for 
the  last  20  years. 

Shepherd,  a  retired  chiro¬ 
practor,  has  worked  the  last 
seven  years  at  the  Oklahoma 
County  Jail  in  Oklahoma  City, 
but  started  his  ministry  on 
death  row  at  the  Oklahoma 
State  Penitentiary  in  McAlester. 

He  also  has  served  at  Jess  Dunn 
Correctional  Center  in  Taft  and 
Joseph  Harp  Correctional 
Facility  in  Lexington. 

Shepherd,  who  will  be  84  in 
October,  graduated  from 
Carver  University  in  1943  with 
a  Ph.D.  in  psycho-bio-physiolo¬ 
gy  and  as  a  chiropractor  in 
1944.  He  practiced  in 
Oklahoma  ana  .Texas  before 
taking  over  a  mobile  home  about  them,"  Shepherd  recalled 
business  when  his  father  died, 
which  he  operated  until  1994. 

Shepherd  accepted  Jesus 
Christ  as  his  Savior  at  the  age  of 
12  after  his  brother  died,  but  it 
was  while  he  was  living  in 
Wichita,  Kan.,  that  his  passion 
for  witnessing  was  bom. 

"There  were  two  deacons  at 
Wellington  Place  Church  where 
I  was  a  member  who  had  a  glow 
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SPECIAL  BOOK  —  Although  it  takes  lots  of  pages  in  several 
Bibles  to  do  so,  prison  chaplain  Ralph  Shepherd  has  a  list  of  all  the 
names  of  prisoners  who  have  accepted  Jesus  as  their  Savior  during 
his  prison  ministry  in  Oklahoma.  (BP  photo) 
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1.  row  inmates,"  Shepherd  said. 
They  went  out  to  talk  to  peo-  That's  when  he  moved  his 
>le;  they  were  soul-winners  and  family  to  Oklahoma  City  and 
wanted  to  be  like  them."  drove  back  and  forth  to 

Shepherd,  now  a  member  of  McAlester.  "I  didn't  know  any- 
;irst  Southern  Baptist  Church,  one  at  the  prison,  but  the  chap- 
Del  City,  said  he  asked  the  dea-  lain  welcomed  me  with  open 
:ons  if  ne  could  go  visiting  with  arms,"  he  said, 
hem,  and  then  he  had  the  Shepherd  was  cleared  for 
>pportunity  to  give  his  testimo-  visitation  on  death  row  in  two 
ly  in  a  jail.  "God  gave  me  a  weeks.  The  process  usually 
>assion  to  minister  to  death  takes  at  least  six  weeks. 

After  the  riot  at  the  Stringtown 
prison  in  the  1980s,  where  400 
inmates  were  transferred  to  the 


IME  guide  sent  free 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  Planning  a  church's  annual 
emphasis  cm  international  missions  can  oe  difficult,  so  pastors 
ana  missions  leaders  will  find  an  array  of  helps  in  a  new 
resource  the  International  Mission  Board  (IMB)  is  sending  free 
of  charge  this  month  to  every  Southern  Baptist  church.  The 
20 02  International  Missions  Emphasis  (IME)  Planning  Guide  is 
a  32-page  manual  filled  with  practical  suggestions  to  help  a 
church  maximize  its  promotion  of  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Offering  (LMCO)  for  International  Missions.  A  key  resource 
included  with  the  planning  guide  is  a  CD  filled  with  samples 


The  clean  up  and  recover)'  unit  of  Pike  Association,  McComb,  assists  in 
dean-up  after  Hurricane  Andrew  strikes  southwestern  Louisiana.  According 
to  Ben  Stewart,  director  of  the  disaster  relief  ministry  for  Pike  Association, 
their  work  consisted  primarily  of  removing  downed  trees  and  other  cleanup. 


of  adult,  youth  and  childiwvs  videos  prepared  especially  fcjjh 
the  emphasis,  as  well  as  PowerPoint  presentations  that  w» 
help  missions  leaders  present  the  challenge  to  a  congregation, . 
The  CD  also  contains  musk  videos  and  links  to  other  resource^ 
available  on  the  Internet.  The  planning  guide  includes  step-by¬ 
step  instructions,  a  detailed  calendar  and  missionary  tesa-* 
monies  about  how  LMCO  has  helped  their  witness.  It  a  lap;1 
highlights  specific  ways  churches  involve  their  people  in  the 
emphasis  and  promote  the  offering.  Presentation-quality  ver¬ 
sions  of  the  video  segments  arc  available  free  of  charge  in  DVD 
and  VHS  formats  from  the  IMB  Resource  Center  on  the  web  at 
http://resounres.imb.org,  toll  free  at  (800)  866-3621  or  via  e- 
mail  to  resource.centermmb.org.  The  IMB  is  extending  the 
hours  its  Resource  Center  is  open  until  6  p.m.  Eastern  time, 
from  Sept.  30-Dec.  6,  to  handle  the  enormous  volume  of  orders 
it  typically  receives  during  the  IME  season. 


In  a  rare  called  meeting,  the  Executive  Board  of  Woman's  Missionary 
Union  dedicates  property  and  approves  plans  for  a  new  national  head¬ 
quarters  building  to  be  built  on  "Missionary  Ridge"  south  of  Birmingham. 


In  a  recent  letter  to  the  editor  of  The  Baptist  Record,  Father  F.X.  Simcox 
writes:  "One  of  my  Baptist  underground  workers  keeps  me  well 
informed  about  some  of  the  lies  that  you  hypocritical  ministers  are  for¬ 
ever  instilling  in  the  minds  of  your  hearers.  Why  all  this  talk  against 
smoking,  dancing,  moderate  drinking,  card  playing,  and  the  like?" 
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Trustees  back 
embattled 
college  head 

BOILING  SPRINGS,  N.C. 
(ABP)  — Trustees  of  Baptist-affil¬ 
iated  Gardner-Webb  University 
have  expressed  "full  confi¬ 
dence"  in  President  Christopher 
White,  despite  a  censure  by  the 
school's  faculty  over  a  grade¬ 
tampering  incident  involving  a 
star  athlete.  Trustees  also  began 
a  "full  and  thorough"  investiga¬ 
tion  into  the  dispute  and 
expressed  "profound  apology" 
to  Carlos  Webb,  a  former  stu¬ 
dent  at  the  center  of  the  contro¬ 
versy,  "for  any  embarrassment 
caused  to  him  and  his  family." 

According  to  a  Sept.  10 
report  in  the  Shelby  (N.C.)  Star, 
Webb  lacked  the  academic 
standing  to  play  basketball 
shortly  before  the  start  of  the 
2000-2001  season.  Just  before 
the  start  of  the  basketball  sea¬ 
son,  White  wrote  a  memo  to 
the  Gardner-Webb  registrar 
ordering  him  to  alter  grades  in  a 
manner  that  would  allow  him 
to  be  eligible  to  play. 

Faculty  members  at  the 
school,  which  is  affiliated  with 
the  Baptist  State  Convention  of 
North  Carolina,  met  in' a  called 
meeting  and  handed  White  a 
resounding  vote  of  no  confi¬ 
dence.  Trustees,  who  were  not 
scheduled  to  meet  before 
October,  put  together  a  hastily 
called  meeting  to  review 
actions  and  charges  made  in 
the  called  faculty  meeting. 

"We  are  concerned  for  the 
well-being  of  the  faculty,  stu¬ 
dents,  staff,  and  the  entire 
Gardner-Webb  community  at 
this  time,"  trustee  chairman 
Thomas  Hardin  said  in  a  state¬ 
ment  following  the  board 
meeting.  "We  assure  them  that 
the  trustees  are  seeking  to 
maintain  and  enhance  the 
operations  of  the  university 
and  its  commitment  to  acade¬ 
mic  excellence,"  he  said. 


Basic  Training  yields  church  planting  skills 


intensive  time  of  study.  The  conference  How  effective  was  the  training?  Bryan 
included  church  planters,  their  spouses,  Presson,  pastor  of  Eagle  Ridge  Community 
and  other  team  members.  I  Church,  Raymond,  said,  "This  was  helpful 

According  to  Ed  Deuschle,  director  of  because  it  enabled  me  to  see  the  big  pic- 
the  Church  Planting  Department,  "The  ture,  to  get  a  long-term  view  of  church 

j.  What's  more,  Igot  a  lot  of  encour- 
!  agement  from  others.  There  were  a  lot  of 
interest  of  the  various  teams  was  very  high  folks  like  us,  just  coming  out  of  the  chute, 
-  they  were  motivated,  and  were  able  to  and  it's  great  to  hear  how  creative  others 
leave  with  a  strategic  plan  in  mind."  are  in  ministry.  While  each  one  of  us  might 

The  training  event  was  led  by  Gerald  do  things  differently  in  our  particular  area, 
Colbert,  North  American  Mission  Board  it  was  a  great  time  to  swap  ideas." 
(NAMB)  Mentor/ Basic  Training  Unit  Wade  Humphries,  pastor  of  Longview 
Manager.  Colbert,  who  began  as  a  church  Point  Church  in  Hernando,  agrees.  "It  was 

a  planter  in  terrific.  It  helped  my  team  ana  me  learn  to 

1977,  has  been  think  through  all  the  issues  of  church 
with  NAMB  planting.  It  helped  us  prioritize  what  we 
since  1994.  were  doing.  We've  just  had  our  third 
Units  cov-  Sunday  as  a  new  church,  and  it  helped  us 
ered  in  the  clarify  our  mission  and  vision.  Plus,  the 
training  event  presenters  were  great." 
included  foun-  When  asked  why  there  was  such  a 
dations  for  pressing  need  for  hew  church  plants  in 
church  planti-  Mississippi,  Deuschle  said,  "What  we've 
ng,  vision,  core  found  is  tnat  in  a  100-year  period  the  state 
values,  mis-  of  Mississippi  has  experienced  an  83% 
sion  statement,  increase  in  population,  but  only  a  33% 
building  rela-  increase  in  Southern  Baptist  churches.  In 
tionships,  peo-  1900,  there  was  one  Southern  Baptist 
pie  strategies.  Church  for  every  993  persons  living  in  the 
leadership  state.  In  the  year  2000,  there  was  one 
development.  Southern  Baptist  church  for  every  1,370 
and  the  master  persons  in  the  state. 

plan,  among  "There  are  over  two  million  unchurched 
others.  Each  Mississippians  today,"  Deuschle  pointed 
unit  had  three  out.  "NAMB  tells  us  that  there  is  not  a 
parts:  church  county  in  America  that  has  more  churched 
planting  con-  people  than  it  did  10  years  ago." 


By  Tony  Martin 

Associate  Editor 


"The  single  most  effective  evangelistic  j 
methodology  under  heaven  is  planting  new  the  Church  Planting  Department, 
churches,"  wrote  church  growth  expert  Peter  conference  exceeded  my  expectations.  JWe  planting 
Wagner.  The  Church  Planting  Department  had  12  church  plants  represented.  The  1 

of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  interest  of  the  various  teams  was  very  high 
has  risen  to  this  challenge  by  sponsoring  the  -  they  were  motivated,  and  were  able  to 
first  Basic  Training  conference  m  Mississippi  leave  with  a  strategic  plan  in  mind." 
for  church  planters  at  Lake  Tiak-O'Khata  The  training  event  was  led  by  Gerald 
near  Louisville  on  September  18-20.  Colbert,  North  American  Mission  Board 

The  conference,  Basic  Training  for  (NAMB)  Mentor/Basic  Training  Unit 
Church  Planters,  covered  15  units  in  an  Manager.  Colbert,  who  began  as  a  church 


cepts,  spiritual 
transforma¬ 
tion,  and  skills 
to  learn. 


BASIC  INFO  —  A  group  from  New  Life  Church  in  Gulfport  ponder  the 
volumes  of  information  presented  at  the  Basic  Training  Conference  for 
church  planters  September  18-20.  (BR  photo  by  Tony  Martin) 


Great  Commission  Network  convenes  in  Jackson 


By  Rob  Sugg  .  Marshall  based  his  keynote 

Correspondent  address  on  Matt.  9:35-38:  'Then 

He  said  to  His  disciples,  'The 
The  Great  Commission  harvest  is  plentiful,  but  the 
Network  is  a  fellowship  of  workers  are  few.'"  He  identified 
Southern  Baptist  churches  eight  power  images  concerning 
seeking  to  gather  and  share  the  harvest  and  the  shortage  of 
information  relating  to  local  laborers.  He  concluded  with  the 
church  involvement  in  fulfill-  reminder  that  Jesus  instructed 
ing  the  Great  Commission.  His  disciples  to  "Beseech  the 

Each  participating  church  Lord  of  the  harvest  to  send  out 
seeks  to  implement  an  Acts  1:8  laborers  into  His  harvest," 
strategy  for  sending  their  own  pointing  to  the  need  to  pray 
members  on  mission.  At  the  long^nd  often  for  God  to  raise 
same  time,  they  seek  to  enlist  up  laborers  from  Baptist  church- 
other  churches  to  participate  in  es  to  go  into  the  harvest  field, 
this  growing  network.  •  The  participants  were  intro- 

On  August  21-23,  67  partici-  duced  to  internet  technology 
pants  from  21  different  church-  that  will  allow  churches  to  post 
es  and  ten  different  states  gath-  large  amounts  of  information  on 
ered  in  the  Christian  Life  a  web  page  that  other  churches 
Center  of  First  Church,  Jackson,  can  access.  This  web  site  is 
They  were  joined  by  represen-  secure  so  churches  can  tell  about 
tatives  from  the  International  their  work  in  "gray  countries" 
Mission  Board  (IMB)  in  of  mission  involvement. 
Richmond,  Va.,  the  North  There  was  an  opportunity  to 
American  Mission  Board  receive  practical,  "how-to" 
(NAMB)  in  Atlanta,  and  the  information  from  those  who 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  have  worked  through  the 
Board  (MtJCB)  in  Jackson.  process  of  learning  now  to 

The  group  received  a  strong  adopt  and  minister  to  an 
missions  challenge  from  John  unreached  people  group,  how 
Marshall,  pastor  of  Second  to  relate  to  missionaries  on  the 

Church,  Springfield,  Mo.  field  and  on  their  stateside 

Marshall  has  led  Second  assignments,  how  to  train 

Church  to  model  an  Acts  1:8  teams  before  sending  them  into 

philosophy  of  missions,  by  their  target  area,  and  how  to 
sending  over  600  of  their  mem-(  make  contact  with  other 
bers  to  minister  in  Springfield/  churches  interested  in  the  same 
North  America,  and  the  world,  geographical  region. 

The  goal  for  every  participating  A  highlight  of  the  meeting 
church  is  to  emulate  this  model,  was  a  presentation  by  Ken 


EXPLAINING  MINISTRIES  — *  Lee  Thigpen  (standing),  director  of 
community  missions  at  First  Church,  Jackson,  speaks  to  a  large 
group  assembled  at  First  Church  for  the  August  21-21  meeting  of  the 
Great  Commission  Network.  Thigpen  detailed  the  work  of  the 
church  in  community  ministries.  (BR  special  photo) 


'  The  group  was  also  intro¬ 
duced  to  tne  concept  of  a 
Missions  Mobilization 

Movement,  when  many 
churches  catch  the  vision  of 
fulfilling  the  Great 
Commission  and  begin  to  send 
volunteer  missionaries  into  all 
the  world.  God  is  glorified 
when  His  Body  obeys  His 
command  to  be  on  mission 
with  Him. 
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Put  on  Your 
Brake  Lights! 

One  day  while  sitting  in  a 
church  fellowship  hall,  a  lady 
sitting  across  the  table  from  me 
said,  wCharlie  is  truly  a  miracle." 
As  she  said  that,  she  nodded 
toward  Charlie  Cummings  who 
was  sitting  beside  me.  I 
answered,  "He  is?"  She  respond¬ 
ed,  "He  certainly  is!"  I  could  tell 
that  something  had  happened 
to  Charlie's  left  arm  and  hand, 
but  no  one  had  said  anything 
about  it  and  1  didn't  feel  com¬ 
fortable  asking.  After  the  lady’s 
statement  about  Charlie  being  a 
miracle,  he  began  to  tell  me  tne 
story  of  how  three  years  earlier 
he  had  gotten  his  left  arm  and 
hand  caught  in  a  hay  bailer. 
Charlie  had  been  working  alone 
out  in  a  hot  field  with  tempera¬ 
tures  rising  around  102  degrees. 
As  he  related  the  events,  I  could 
hardly  believe  that  someone 
could  survive  what  he  had  been 
through;  yet,  there  he  was,  sit¬ 
ting  beside  me  telling  his  story. 

Without  being  too  graphic, 
suffice  it  to  say  that  on  tnat  day 
Charlie  got  his  arm  and  hand 
caught  in  the  hay  bailer  and 
rather  than  bailing  hay,  it  man¬ 
gled  and  shredded  his  arm.  Of 
course,  the  immediate  danger 
was  that  he  would  bleed  to  death 
with  no  one  there  to  help  or 
drive  him  to  the  hospital.  He  was 
not  only  out  in  the  field  alone;  he 
was  out  off  the  main  road  a  good 
distance.  Charlie  had  to  figure 
out  some  way,  with  only  one 
functioning  arm  left,  to  get  help. 

Caught  in  that  ”do  what  you 
have  to  do”  mode  of  life  and 
brought  on  by  desperation, 
Charlie  crawled  up  on  the  trac¬ 
tor  and  got  it  started.  He  man¬ 
aged  to  get  the  tractor  in  gear,  all 
the  while  holding  up  his  injured 
arm  in  order  to  slow  the  bleed¬ 


' Directi 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


ing.  He  guided  the  tractor  all  the 
way  over  to  the  main  road 
where  cars  were  passing  by  and 
that  is  exactly  what  the  cars  did 
—  they  continued  to  pass  him 
by!  He  said  he  didn't  nave  any 
way  of  knowing  how  many  cars 
passed  as  he  waved  and  held 
nis  injured  arm  up,  but  it  cer¬ 
tainly  seemed  like  a  lot.  Finally, 
Charlie  said  he  saw  the  sweetest 
sight  he  had  ever  seen  in  his  life: 
a  driver  that  had  passed  by 
began  putting  on  ner  brake 
lights.  Somebody  was  finally 
stopping  to  help  him  and  Jackie 
King  was  her  name.  Jackie 
became  the  instrument  that  God 
used  to  save  Charlie's  life. 

Jackie  ran  up  to  a  nearby 
house  and  had  them  call  911. 
She  then  rushed  back  to  Charlie 
where  she  began  to  take  care  of 
him,  trying  to  sustain  his  life 
until  help  arrived.  Years  before 
this  moment,  Jackie  King  had 
taken  a  "First  Responder 
Emergency  Help”  course.  She 
had  never  used  the  skills  or 
information  she  had  gained 
through  that  training  until  this 
hot  summer  day  in  August 
when  she  became  the  first  on- 
sight  responder  to  help  Charlie 
Cummings.  Jackie  saia  she  had 
wondered  many  times  to  herself 
if  she  would  ever  use  the  train¬ 
ing  she  had  acquired,  but  out 
there  near  that  field  it  quickly 
became  apparent  that  she  had 
prepared  for  this  very  moment! 


Soon  other  people  began  to 
stop  and  Jackie  began  to 
instruct  folks  on  what  to  do. 
She  orchestrated  the  plan  that 
would  literally  save  Charlie's 
life.  Eventually,  Charlie  was  on 
his  way  to  the  hospital  in 
Pontotoc.  The  stay  there  was 
short  and  then  it  was  on  to 
North  Mississippi  Medical 
Center  for  more  precise  help. 
From  there,  he  was  taken  on  to 
a  hospital  in  Memphis  where 
his  life  hung  in  the  Balance  for 
several  days.  After  his  hospital 
stays,  surgeries,  rehabilitation, 
time  and  prayers,  and  encour- 

gement  ana  support,  Charlie 
immings  finally  came  home. 
He  now  has  some  use  of  an  arm 
and  hand  that  initially  was  all 
but  gone.  Charlie  remarked, 
with  his  dry  humor,  "It’s  not  as 
useful  as  it  once  was.  Mainly,  it 
just  carries  my  watch." 

Listening  to  Charlie  tell  his 
story  of  the  miraculous  series  of 
events  that  enabled  him  to  live, 
I  began  to  think  of  the  wonder¬ 
ful  story  Jesus  told  about  the 
man  we  call  "The  Good 
Samaritan."  Actually,  the  story 
is  not  titled  that  by  Jesus. 
Instead,  we  have  given  the 
story  that  title.  Jesus  simply 
called  the  man  "a  certain 
Samaritan."  Like  the  man  who 
fell  among  thieves  and  was  left 
for  dead,  folks  just  kept  passing 
by  Charlie  until,  thank  Goa, 
somebody  hit  their  brake  lights. 


Somebody  finally  stopped! 

Have  you  ever  noticed  how 
many  people  you  pass  by  every 
day  on  your  way  to  work,  or  on 
your  way  to  get  something  to 
eat,  or  on  your  way  home,  or  on 
your  way  to  whefever?  We  are 
busy  folks  in  a  bustling  world 
ana  we  pass  by  far  too  many 
people  who  we  could  help. 
Their  tire  may  not  be  flat,  but 
their  spirits  are.  Their  leg  may 
not  be  Broken,  but  their  heart  is. 
They  may  not  have  a  bleeding 
gash  on  their  skin,  but  their 
emotions  may  be  ripped.  You 
and  I  may  have  the  opportunity 
to  be  "first-responders"  at  critical 
ints  in  someone’s  life.  We  may 
there,  not  by  our  own  design, 
plans,  or  timing,  but  by  God's 
and  we  can  make  a  difference. 

I  have  never  gotten  my  hand 
or  arm  caught  in  a  hay  bailer, 
but  like  many  of  you,  I  have 
gotten  my  life  tangled  up  in  the 
stuff  and  substance  of  this 
world.  There  have  been  times 
when  I  felt  I  would  not  have 
made  it  had  it  not  been  for 
someone  putting  their  brake 
lights  on  —  someone  stopping 
to  pick  me  up  when  I  coula  not 
get  up  by  myself.  As  I  look  back 
over  my  life,  there  were  proba¬ 
bly  hundreds  of  such  moments, 
but  only  about  a  half-dozen 
that  are  most  vivid.  Those 
were  moments  when  it  seemed 
that  if  I  could  not  have  seen 
someone’s  brake  lights  come 
on,  I  would  have  been  a  goner. 

God  is  so  good  and  He  has 
prepared  so  many  people  to 
bless  so  many  others. 
Wherever  you  are  going  today, 
it  may  be  that  you  will  need  to 
see  somebody's  brake  lights 
come  on.  It  also  may  be  that 
you  will  have  the  opportunity 
to  stop  and  help  that  precious 
life  everyone  else  is  passing  by. 
Today,  put  on  your  brake  lights! 


Hawkins:  AB  experiencing  'best, worst  times 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  The 
Annuity  Board  (AB)  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  is  experiencing 
"some  of  the  best  times  in  the  midst  of 
some  of  the  worst  of  times,"  AB  President 
O.S.  Hawkins  told  the  SBC  Executive 
Committee  Sept.  16,  acknowledging  his 

Baraphrase  of  the  famous  line  from  Charies 
►ickens'  Tale  of  Two  Cities. 

"These  are  challenging  times,  obviously, 
for  us.  We  have  a  national  economy  that  is 
continuing  to  go  south.  We  have  markets 
that  arc  bear  markets  now.  We're  struggling 
to  recover,  and  it  looks  like  it  might  be  a  lit¬ 
tle  longer  than  some  people  thought  it 
might  be,"  and,  Hawkins  said,  "We're  in  the 
miast  of  a  medical  insurance  crisis  that's 
affecting  ev  erybody  across  this  country." 

The  Annuity  Board,  he  noted,  is  different 
than  other  SBC  entities  which  have  a  pri¬ 
mary  focus  on  "getting  the  message  of  Jesus 
Chnst  out"  through  missions  and  ministry. 
^  "Our  primary  focus,"  he  said,  "is  on  the 
messenger,  that  pastor,  that  church  worker, 
that  messenger  of  Jesus  Christ." 

In  the  Annuity  Board's  retirement  plans, 
Hawkins  said,  "we  obviously  can't  control 
what  happens  with  the  stock  markets,  but 
what  we  can  seek  to  control  is  what  hap¬ 
pens  with  our  own  investment  funds." 

The  13  retirement/investment  funds 
offered  by  the  board  are  "measured  against 
certain  benchmarks,  not  benchmarks  that  we 
arbitrarily  decide,  but  against  benchmarks  in 


the  industry,"  Hawkins  said.  "In  the  midst  of 
a  difficult  time  in  these  markets  through  the 
first  two  quarters  of  this  year,"  he  reported, 
"of  our  la  funds,  over  naif  of  them  have 
exceeded  their  respective  benchmarks." 

Currently,  Hawkins  acknowledged,  "It's 
not  very  encouraging  for  the  pastors  who 
have  seen  their  retirement  funds  decrease" 
over  the  months  but,  he  said,  the  good  news 
so  far  in  2002  is  "mainly  because  of  our  style," 
which  is  both  "multi-asset,"  encompassing 
the  13  different  funds,  and  "multi-manage¬ 
ment,"  with  a  "multi-stvie"  approach  among 
fund  managers,  "to  help  diversify  our  peo¬ 
ple's  funds,  and  we're  finding  out  that  that's 
working  very  successfully." 

"The  big  picture,"  Hawkins  added,  "is  that 
history  is  on  our  side  ...  jandj  we  know’  that 
sooner  or  later  they're  going  to  come  back." 

An  unusual  development  so  far  this  year 
is  a  12%  increase  over  last  year  in  retirement 
contributions,  Hawkins  said,  attributing  the 
upswing  to  expanding  marketing  efforts  by 
the  board  among  potential  participants. 

The  Annuity  Board's  health  insurance 
programs,  meanwhile,  are  "our  biggest 
challenge  right  now,"  Hawkins  reported. 
"...We've  got  an  industry  that's  out  of  con¬ 
trol."  Among  the  problems,  he  said,  are 
soaring  prescription  drug  prices. 

The  board  receives  no  Cooperative 
Program  funds  "to  help  supplement  this 
program  for  our  pastors,"  Haw'kins  stated. 
*Tm  not  suggesting  that  we  should  (receive 


SBC  funds)  but  just  reminding  you  there's 
nothing  there  to  subsidize"  increased  health¬ 
care  costs.  "We  have  a  large  asset  base  at  the 
Annuity  Board,  but  we're  just  stewards  of 
scores  of  thousands  of  pastors'  retirement 
accounts,  and  obviously  we  would  not  use 
those  to  help  supplement  the  insurance  pro¬ 
gram,  so  it  comes  down  to  the  sheer  fact  of ... 
claims  paid  out  versus  premiums  received. 

Denominational  governance  can  make  a 
difference  for  some  church-based  health 
insurance  programs,  Hawkins  said;  "The 
Methodist  church,  for  example,  can  man¬ 
date  that  all  of  their  churches  across  the 
nation  be  a  part  of  their  insurance  pro¬ 
gram,  and  it  helps  diversify  the  risk  that's 
out  there.  But  our  very  ecclesiology  of  local 
church  autonomy  works  against  that  for 
us,"  along  with  tne  fact  "that  many  of  our 
churches  are  very  small  and  1  know  so 
manv  young  pastors  ...  whose  wives  are 
working  —  tne  first  time  this  has  happened 
on  this  scale  in  Southern  Baptist  life.  Many 
of  (the  wives]  work  for  corporations  where 
they  get  insurance  packages." 

Hawkins  also  stated,  "One-half  of  the 
claims  we  paid  out  in  the  insurance  pro¬ 
gram  last  year  were  paid  out  for  what  are 
called  'preventable  diseases.'  In  other 
words,  by  and  large,  our  folks  aren't  nearly 
as  healthy  as  they  ought  to  be  —  and  half 
of  what  we  paid  out  in  claims,  we  paid  out 
to  people  who,  at  an  industry  standard, 
[had]  preventable  diseases." 


2002  MBC 
hotels,  motels 
are  listed 

The  following  list  of 
hotels  and  motels  is  provid¬ 
ed  for  those  people  requiring 
overnight  accomodations 
during  the  167th  annual 
meeting  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  (MBC) 
on  October  29-30  at  First 
Church,  Jackson.  All  hotels 
and  motels  listed  are  at  Exit 
96-B  (High  Street)  on 
Interstate  55,  less  than  five 
minutes  from  the  meeting 
site.  When  making  reserva¬ 
tions,  be  sure  to  mention  the 
MBC  annual  meeting.  All 
room  rates  are  plus  tax. 
Asterisk  (*)  indicates  com¬ 
plimentary  breakfast. 

Best  Western* 

Double/King:  $59 
(601)  969-6555 
725  Larsen  St. 

Clarion  Hotel 

Double/King:  $65 
(601)  969-2141 
400  Greymont  Ave. 

Hampton  Inn* 

Double/Single:  $69 
(601)  352-1700 
320  Greymont  Ave. 

Holiday  Inn  Express* 

Double/Single:  $67.95 
(601)  948-4466 
310  Greymont' Ave. 

Red  Roof  Inn 

Double:  $45.99 
(601)  969-5006 
700  Larson  St. 
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Just  for  the  Record 


Davis  was  the  evangelist 


Women  on  Mission  (WOM) 
of  Steele  Church,  Scott 
Association,  held  a  Back  to 
School  bash  on  Aug.  25.  School 
supplies  were  collected  for 
needy  children.  The  supplies 
were  distributed  between  Scott 
Central  Elementary,  Forest,  and 
Sebastopol  Elementary  School. 
Members  also  presented  Linda 
Warren,  outgoing  director,  with 
a  gift  of  appreciation  for  all  she 
had  done  for  WOM. 


First  Church,  Troy,  Pontotoc 
Association,  will  celebrate  its 
25th  anniversary  on  Sept.  29. 
Services  will  begin  at  10:30  a.m. 
Jerry  Mixon,  Stewardship 
Cooperative  Program 

Consultant  with  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board,  will 
be  the  guest  speaker.  Danny 
McGee,  Greg  Reed,  and  Rob 
Sargent,  former  music  ministers 
of  First  Church,  will  lead  the 
music.  Lunch  will  be  served 
after  the  worship  services.  There 
will  be  singing  in  the  afternoon. 
Greg  Herndon  is  pastor. 

Calling  Out  the  Called,  an 
evangelistic  service  including 
those  who  have  been  called 
into  the  ministry  from  Holly 
Church,  Alcorn"  Association, 
will  be  held  Oct.  5.  Guest 
speakers  will  be  Trent 
Nethery,  pastor  of  South 

Corinth  Church,  3  p.m.;  Otis 

Hinton,  pastor  of  Temple 
Church,  Paris,  Tenn.,  4:30 
p.m.;  and  Gary  Watkins,  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Church, 
Collierville,  Tenn.,  7  p.m. 

I  Musical  guests  will 
include  the  Sogie 
Boys  and  the 
Robinspn's  of 

Corinth,  and  Mark 
Carmack  of  First 
Church,  Collierville, 
Tenn.  The  worship 
leader  will  be 

Burton  Gaar  of 

Walnut.  A  meal  will 
be  served*  at  5:30 
p.m.  Tony  Morrow  is 
pastor.  Call  (662) 
286-3474  for  more 
information. 


Crusaders  of  Eastlawn  Church,  Pascagoula 


Women  on  Mission  of  Steele  Church,  Scott  Association 


Youth  in  Action 

members  Chris 
Johnston,  Savannah 
Parker,  Onnica 

Johnston,  Morgan 
Parker,  and  Sherry  Henry 

Sainted  life-size,  murals  of 
[oah's  Ark  animals  in  the 
nursery  of  Barnes  Crossing 
Churcn,  Saltillo.  Tonya 
ames  Yarbrough,  Wylie's  Johnston,  director,  and  hus- 
y-time  pastor,  looks  on.  band  Anthony  assisted  in  com- 
ie  was  converted  during  pleting  the  project  with  new 
val  services  at  Gum  windows  treatments  and  bed- 
nch  this  spring.  Skeet  ding.  J.  D.  Johnson  is  pastor. 


Randall  (left)  and  Wylie 


The  Favorite  Few  of  First  Church,  McComb 

The  Favorite  Few,  special 
education  Sunday  School  class 
at  First  Churcn,  McComb, 
enjoyed  a  week  of  Bible  school 
activities  including  Bible  study, 
music,  crafts,  ana  special  visi¬ 
tors  from  the  community. 

Cambridge  Church, 

Gautier,  will  celebrate  its  25th 
anniversary  on  Sept.  22.  C.  D. 
Faggard,  one  of  the  founders, 
will  be  the  special  guest  for 
the  day.  Arnold  Briages  will 
direct  the  music.  A1  Green, 
church's  first  pastor  will 
bring  the  message.  A  fellow¬ 
ship  dinner  will  follow  the 
morning  worship  hour. 

Macedonia  Church,  Lee 
Association,  will  celebrate  its 
90th  anniversary  on  Oct.  6. 
Dwight  Brown  is  pastor. 


Mary  McDonald,  a  multi-tal¬ 
ented  musician  of  Knoxville, 
Tenn.,  will  present  a  piano  con¬ 
cert  at  First  Church,  Batesville, 
Oct.  6  at  7  p.m.  Composer, 
arranger,  producer,  pianist,  and 
organist,  she  is  president  of 
Monarch  Music,  a  division  of 
the  Lorenz  Corporation, 
Dayton,  Ohio.  For  additional 
information,  call  the  church  at 
(662)  563-7655. 

Woodland  Hills  Church, 
Jackson,  is  offering  a  beginning 
Spanish  class  on  Saturdays,  at  9 


Youth  in  Action  of  Bames  Crossing  Church,  Saltillo 
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Names  in  the  News 


Rodney  Carver,  Leslie  Burge,  and 
Josh  Brewer  from  Grace  Memorial 
Church,  Gulfport,  were  selected  to  serve 
on  the  sum¬ 
mer  staffs 
of  W-Fuge 
Youth 
Camps  this 
summer. 

Carver 
served  in 
Denver 
Colo.,  as  the 
videogra- 
pher.  Burge 
and  Brewer 
served  in 
Charleston, 


m 

site  leader 
and  Brewer 
served 
camp  pas¬ 
tor. 


Barney  C.  Watkins  is  available  for 
revivals  and  pulpit  supply.  To  contact 
Watkins,  call  (662)  547-993/  or  write  him 
at  Rt.  2,  Box  167A,  McCool, 
MS  39108. 

Pinckney  Church,  Union, 


ey  * 

ordained  Billy  Barrett  as  a 
deacon  on  Aug.  11.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  Mike 
Fondren  Sr.,  pastor;  and 
Barrett. 

Gatesville  Church,  Crystal 
Springs,  honored  four  mem¬ 
bers  on  Sept.  8  for  perfect 
Sunday  School  attendance, 
latt  Armstrong,  pastor,  pie- 
ented  pins  to  Willie  Mae 
Hinton,  5  years;  Margie 
Spayberry,  3  years;  Patricia 
year;  and  Olivetti 
5  years. 


Tutor  (left)  and  Melton 


y  1  e 
Cannon, 

gastor  of  Walnut  Grove  Church,  Walnut 
Irove,  recently  received  his  ordination 
certificate.  He  was  also  licensed  and 
ordained  by  Walnut  Grove  Church. 
Cannon  is  a  native  of  Linden,  Ala.,  and  a 
graduate  of  New  Orleans  Seminary. 
Pictured  with  Cannon  (left)  is  Paul  D. 
Sanders,  chairman  of  deacons. 

Oakland  Church,  Walnut,  recently 
presented  Kelton  Melton  with  a  plaque 
of  appreciation  for  serving  as  Young 
Adults  Sunday  School  Teacher  for  30 
years  (1972-2002).  Pictured  (from  left) 
are  Sean  Tutor,  pastor;  and  Melton. 


Carver, 


Brewer 


Danny 
Wildman,  dea¬ 
con  chairman, 
presented 
Michael 
Harvey  a  cer¬ 
tificate  of  deacon  ordina¬ 
tion  at  Wade  Church,  Moss 
Point.  Pictured  (from  left) 
are  Harvey  and  Wildman. 

Holly  Church,  Alcorn 
Association,  held  a  deacon 
ordination  and  installation 
service  on  Aug.  25.  Keith 
Fields  was  ordained  into  ser¬ 
vice  while  Milton  Davis  was 
reinstated  into  active  duty. 
The  deacon  body  is  pictured 
with  Tony  Morrow,  pastor. 


Harvey  (left)  and  Wildman 


Cannon  (left)  and  Sanders 


Deacons  of  Holly  Church,  Corinth 


Sunday  School  recognition  at  Gatesville  Church.  Crystal  Springs 


Fondren  and  Barrett 


You  Can  Respond  Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 

with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord.  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(7  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith.  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him.  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 

children  of  Gcxi.  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  ( John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


SWBTS  alums 
to  meet  on 
October  29 

The  Mississippi  chapter  of 
the  Southwestern  Seminary 
(SWBTS)  Alumni  will  hold  their 
annual  luncheon  at  noon  on 
October  29  at  the  Steam  Room 
Grill  on  1-55  North.  Guest 
speaker  will  be  Keith 
Rosenbaum,  SWBTS  director  of 
counseling  and  testing.  For  tick¬ 
et  information,  contact  Dennis 
Salley  at  (662)  234-8151. 


♦ 
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Revival  Dates 


i  Finding  the  time  to  make  a  difference 


Students  and  faculi 


Blue  Mountain  College 

recently  assembled  at  me 
flag  pole  on  campus  for  the 
annual  "See  You  At  The 
Pole"  program.  Nicole 
Morris  from  Huntsville, 
Ala.,  welcomed  the  stu¬ 
dents  and  passed  out 

Prayer  requests.  John 
hilips  from  Tupelo 
accompanied  the  students 
on  the  guitar  for  praise 
songs  and  as  background 
music  during  small  group 
prayer.  Bruce  Crockett 
from  Coldwater  read  scrip¬ 
ture  for  the  devotional  and 
led  the  group  prayer. 


Homecomings 

Gamari  Road, 

Greenville:  Sept.  29;  wor¬ 
ship  service  and  singing, 
10:30  a.m.;  followed  by  cov¬ 
ered  dish  luncheon;  Jack 
Demoney,  former  pastor, 
guest  speaker;  Scott  Frank, 
pastor. 

Hope,  Philadelphia:  Sept. 
29;  10  a.m.;  lunch  at  noon  in 
fellowship  hall;  Wayne 
Burkes,  speaker. 

Tillatoba,  Tillatoba:  Sept. 
29;  Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.; 
worship,  11  a.m.;  covered 
dish  dinner  at  noon;  Cecil 
Sutley,  guest  speaker;  special 
music  with  the  Steadman's 
Quartet,  Cleveland,  at  2  p.m. 
Harvey  Vance  is  pastor. 

Shelton,  Moselle:  95th 
year;  Oct.  13;  Sunday  School, 
10  a.m.,  followed  by  worship 
at  10:50  a.m.;  services  will 
conclude  with  dinner  on  the 
grounds;  Ronald  Bishop, 
Jones  County  Junior  College, 
guest  speaker;  Jesse  Smith, 
Jones  County  Junior  College, 
music;  Charles  Brady,  pastor. 

French  Camp,  French 

Camp:  Sept.  29;  Sunday 
School,  10  a.m.;  worship,  11 
a.m.;  dedication  of  remod¬ 
eled  sanctuary  and  lunch, 
followed  by  special  music  in 
the  afternoon.  Tony 
Fortenberry,  pastor. 

Antioch,  Amory:  Oct.  6; 
noon  meal  and  afternoon 
singing;  special  guests  for 
the  evening  singing  will  be 
Saved  By  Grace  from  Amory; 
Antioch  was  organized  in 
1880;  James  Rutledge,  pastor. 

Holly  Springs,  Foxworth: 

Oct.  13;  Sunday  School,  10 
a.m.;  worship,  ll  a.m.;  dinner 
on  the  grounds;  and  after¬ 
noon  singing;  Billy  James  of 
Philadelphia,  former  pastor, 
guest  speaker;  the  church 
was  established  in  1872. 


t  \  J/  \\  *Tf7l  ‘  JLM  M  W  program,  A  Reflection  ot 

m 9-11,"  was  held  on  Sept.  10, 

Blue  Mountain  College  Student  Government  Association  College  camp  i^in^the 

The  Office  of  Continuing  Modena  Lowrey  Berry 
Education  at  Mississippi  Auditorium.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
College  (MC)  will  host  the  Gerald  Ketchum,  a  native  of 
Capital  Area  Student  Council  Tippah  County  and  witness  of 
Workshop  on  Oct.  30  (Jr.  High)  the  Pentagon  attack,  was  the 
and  Oct.  31  (High  School)  from  9  keynote  speaker.  The  event  was 
a.m.  to  noon  in  the  Coliseum  on  designed  ''to  help  everyone  from 
campus.  School  advisors  interest-  school  children,  to  those  who 
ed  in  their  Student  Council  have  fought  in  America's  wars, 
attending  this  workshop  may  and  those  who  responded  to  the 
call  the  Office  of  Continuing  9-11  crisis,  remember  the  events 
Education  at  (601)  925-3263  or  of  Sept.  11,  what  they  cost  us,  and 
925-3265  for  more  information.  what  they  mean  to  us." 

William  Carey  College  Mississippi  College  (MC) 
(WCC)  and  the  Area  will  sponsor  the  thirteenth 
Development  Partnership  (ADP)  spring  break  trip,  March  6-15, 
will  present  the  annual  Small  2003.  The  United  Kingdom 
Business  Leadership  Award  (UK)  itinerary  will  include 
Luncheon  at  noon  on  Oct.  16  in  the  highlights  of  Scotland  and 
the  Wilkes  Dining  Hall  on  the  England.  Participants  will 
Hattiesburg  campus.  WCC  and  include  faculty,  staff,  stu- 
ADP  established  the  award  in  dents,  alumni,  and  friends. 
1990  in  honor  of  the  late  Joe  For  additional  information 
Roberts  who  was  a  WCC  faculty  and  a  detailed  brochure,  con- 
member  for  several  years  up  to  tact  either  Billy  Lytal  at  (601) 
the  time  of  his  death.  Buddy  925-3428,  email: 

Wiggins,  first  vice  president  -  lytal@mc.edu  or  Edward 
Investments,  Smith  Barney  of  McMillan,  (601)  925-3497, 
Hattiesburg,  will  be  the  keynote  email  emcmillan@mc.edu. 
speaker.  Call  (601)  318-6199  for  Either  may  be  contacted  by 
ticket  information  and  reserva-  mail  at  Mississippi  College, 
hons  by  Oct.  11.  Clinton,  MS  39058. 


tative;  Lisa  Ambum,  Memphis,  a  ranking  in  their  category. 
Tenn.,  sophomore  representa-  MC  was  ranked  in  the  50  top 
tive;  Marsha  Price,  Baldwyn,  schools  as  number  32  in  Best 
freshman  representative;  Kim  Universities  -  Masters  for  the 
Walker,  Corinth,  faculty  repre-  Southern  region.  MC  and 
sentative.  Not  pictured:  Mississippi  University  for 
Veronica  Gibbs,  Walnut,  com-  Women  are  the  only  two  uni- 
muter  representative.  versities  in  the  state  of 

Mississippi  that  have  been 
In  the  September  2002  issue  ranked  in  their  category.  MC 
of  U.  S.  News  &  World  Report,  was  also  listed  ninth  in  the  top 
Mississippi  College  (MC)  fifteen  universities  in  the 
was  one  or  only  two  universi-  South  as  a  best  buy  in  the  U.S. 
ties  in  Mississippi  to  be  given  News  and  World  Report. 


BAPTISTS 


Susan  and  her  husband.  Max  Draughn,  are  like  many  young  couples 
today  -  busy.  "My  husband  and !  wanted  to  make  an  endowment  gifl 
to  our  church's  preschool  mm-stry,  but  we  also  knew  we  didn't  have 
time  to  deal  with  managing  the  investment  on  a  day  to  day  basis  That's 
where  the  Baptist  Foundation  came  in."  sad  Susan.  ‘"With  three  young 
boys,  we  don't  have  lots  of  free  time  Having  the  professional  planned 
gvmg  servces  from  the  Baptist  Foundation  was  ;ust  what  we  needed  " 

Sjsan  and  Max  wanted  to  make  a  difference  in  the  lives  of  the  ch  Idren 
at  Broadmoor  Baptist  Church  in  Madison.  "As  an  accountant,  I  was 
comfortable  with  the  people  at  the  Baptist  Foundation.  I  knew  what  their 
investment  strategies  were  and  that  they  would  stay  true  to  themi"  said 
Susan. 


Wheeler  Grove,  Corinth: 

Sept.  29;  10:30  a.m.;  lunch 
served;  The  Heismen  will  be 
singing. 

First  Faith,  Batesville: 

Oct.  6;  worship,  11  a.m.;  fel¬ 
lowship  meal  to  follow; 
song  service  will  include 
The  Gentry  Kids  from 
Water  Valley;  Wesley 
Nicholas,  pastor,  speaker. 


Our  services  include: 

Planned  Giving 
Charitable  Trusts 
Security  Gifts 
Gift  Annuities 
Investing  for  your  Church 
Wills  that  Work 
The  failed  Income  Fund 


The  Draughn’s  were  so  pleased  with  the  work  and  ministry  of  the 
Baptist  Foundation,  that  they  also  established  a  Cemetery  Trust  for 
Boy'es  Chapel  Methodist  Church  in  memory  of  Max's  mother  "We  re 
happy  with  the  performance  of  our  investments  and  we  have  a  good 
relationship  with  the  good  people  at 
the  Foundat  on."  MDC 
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Staff  Changes 


SUPPORT  H.R.  556  Please  call,  write,  fax  or  e-mail  your  THANKS  FOR  HELP 

Congressman  and  tell  him  to  support  pas- 
Editor:  sage  of  H.R.  556. 

U.S.  Representative  James  Leach  (R-LA)  Kevin  Waller 
is  sponsoring  H.R.  556,  The  Unlawful  Meadville 
Internet  Gambling  Funding  Prohibition  Act. 

Eight  Congressmen  (two  Democrats  and  six 
Republicans)  are  cosponsoring  the  bill. 

Under  H.R.  556,  illegal  gambling  activi-  SEEKING  PASTOR 
ties,  many  of  which  are  conducted  off¬ 
shore,  will  be  prohibited  from  gaining  Editor: 

access  to  U.S.  financial  institutions.  Wire  Precision  Valley  Church  in  Springfield, 
transfers  to  known  Internet  gambling  sites,  Vt.,  is  seeking  a  retired  pastor  to  serve  as  a 
and  the  banks  that  represent  them,  will  be  long-term  interim  (six  to  12  months).  This  ANNIVERSARY  SET 
forbidden.  H.R.  556  also  encourages  the  is  a  challenging  position  for  someone  will- 
federal  government  to  work  closely  with  ing  to  help  the  church  prepare  for  a  full-  Editor: 
foreign  governments  to  crack  down  on  ille-  time  pastor  and  at  the  same  time  minister  Oak  Grove  Church, 
gal  gambling  operations.  It  is  possible  that  to  a  responsive  community.  Housing  and  a  ebrate  its  150th  anniv< 
terrorist  groups  are  using  gambling  activi-  small  salary  are  furnished.  If  interested,  beginning  at  10:30  a. m 
ties  to  fund  their  murderous  plots.  please  contact  Sandra  Mollica,  456  Old  munity  and  all  friends 

Internet  gambling  is  the  crack  cocaine  of  Connecticut  River  Road,  Springfield,  VT  God's  faithfulness  to 
gambling  and  will  contribute  to  an  increase  05156.  Telephone:  (802)  885-2088.  E-mail:  lunch  and  a  time  of  fel 
in  gambling  addictions,  family  break  down,  mollica@chritmastreesofvt.com.  after  the  service.  For  m 

ana  crime.  Gambling  is  a  highly  addictive  M.  Borders,  interim  pastor  the  church  at  (662)  429 

sport  that  destroys  communities  and  Precision  Valley  Church  Ann  Robbins 

degrades  everyone  involved  in  it.  North  Springfield;  Vt.  Hernando 


Editor: 

Guinevere  and  I  want  to  use  this  means 
to  say  thanks  to  Macedonian  Call 
Foundation  for  providing  us  a  car  on  our 
recent  stateside  assignment.  This  ministry 
has  helped  us  several  times  already,  and 
we  are  very  grateful. 

James  Young 

Jessore,  Bangladesh 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Missionaries  commend  Mississippi  Baptist  volunteers 

By  Paul  and  Harriet  Lawrence  fathers  shared  their  to  the  Palestinian  people,  plans  I  have  for  you,  plans  to 

1MB  Palestinian  team  heartaches  and  fears.  May  they  experience  the  truth  prosper  and  not  to  harm,  plans 

Through  your  generous  con-  of  Jer.  29:11  —  For  I  know  the  to  give  you  a  future  and  a  hope. 

We  wanted  to  thank  tributions  to  the  Southern  - r—y - - — 

Mississippi  Baptists  for  send-  Baptist  Convention's  Hunger  •>  ■V'A  ‘  .y,  _  —  he 

ing  11  of  your  very  best  as  Relief  Fund  (and  the  Margaret  &_v/ 

volunteers  this  summer  to  Lackey  State _  Missions  j/ JSJKL. 

and  Hope.  Their  willingness  were  af>le  to  give  food  to  .■ 

to  come  to  an  unstable  place  many  hungry  people.  '  ‘  g;  %  ' . 

and  do  a  difficult  task  is  They  also  delivered  school  7  . 

greatly  appreciated.  uniforms  to  4,500  children  in  *  *’  ' 

ners,  and  our  International  vast  experience 'included  court-  y 

Mission  Board  (1MB)  team  seling  in  New  York  City  last 

have  visited  almost  5,000  fall,  conducted  a  workshop  in 

Palestinian  homes  in  Gaza  six  different  locations  to  teach 

and  the  West  Bank.  Beyond  parents  how  to  help  their  chil-  ..-ygii W,  * 

our  wildest  imagination,  we  dren  deal  with  trauma.  Three  jKt  TSSM" 

have  seen  our  primary  goal  volunteers  groups  conducted  7" 

accomplished:  to  share' God's  day  camps  for  children  whose  ' ;  - 

love  a  tangible  with  lives  have  been  disrupted  bv  fy- 

the  Palestinian  people.  the  current  crisis.  jj  ._ 

Although  most  of  the  fami-  .  .  *  M 

unemployment  rates  are  up  to  lies  we  visited  were  Muslim, 

70%  and  malnutrition  in  chil-  we  asked  almost  every  family  IN  THE  JOB  —  William  Wright,  pastor  of  McDowell  Road  Church, 
dren  around  50%.  There  are  how  we  could  pray  for  them.  Jackson,  operates  a  trimmer  during  the  recent  Mississippi  Baptist  mission 
almost  daily  reports  of  attacks  The  vast  majority  asked  us  to  trip  to  Fblestininan  areas  in  the  Middle  East.  (BR  photo  by  Tim  Nicholas) 
by  one  side  or  the  other.  With  pray  for  peace.  We  were  able 
that  as  a  backdrop,  volunteers  to  pray  with-them  and  would 
visited  homes  to  say,  “God  like  to  ask  you  to  join  us  in 
loves  you  and  we  love  you."  that  prayer. 

The  volunteers  listened  as  Ask  God  to  bring  both 
Palestinian  mothers  and  political  and  spiritual  peace 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 


Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
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editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
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Collins  is  a  graduate  of 
Athens  State  University  and 
New  Orleans  Seminary.  He 
will  be  leading  in  revival  ser¬ 
vices  beginning  Oct.  13. 
Dinner  will  be  served  at  the 
church  foY  the  occasion. 


i  Car  m  e  I 
Church, 

*\  "$|Hhas  called 

Rodger 
..•  1  Collins  as 

^  .  -  "yy  I  pastor.  A 

native  of 
Hartselle, 

Collins  A,a  '  he  hfs 
previously 

served  churches  in  Alabama,  family  life 

churches 
Louisiana, 
Wells  is 
Mississippi 
Orleans  Sen 
is  pastor. 
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Part-time  youth  minister  (weekends 
only);  send  resumes  to:  P.O.  Box  37, 
Newhebron,  MS  39140  or  fax  to 
601-694-2252. 


BAPTISTS 


The  Baptist  Record 


Family  Bible  Study 

God  Provides 

1  Kings  17:1-4;  19:1-18 


By  Gene  Neal 


Every  person  finds  himself 


ery 
id  \ 


Neal 


in  need  to  some  extent  at  one 
time  or  another.  Needs  come  in 
many  forms;  for  example,  some 
are  physical,  emotional,  rela¬ 
tional,  financial,  or  spiritual.  A 
defining  moment  for  many 
people  is  how  they  choose  to 
deal  with  or  address  those 
needs.  In  a  secular  worldview, 
individuals  pride  themselves 
on  self-sufficiency  and  inde¬ 
pendence.  In  fact,  many  would 
say  that  dependence  on  God  is 
only  for  the  weak  or  helpless. 
Unfortunately,  even  some 
Christians  fall  prey  to  this  phi¬ 
losophy  and,  in  the  process, 
miss  out  on  the  joy  of  seeing 
God  meet  their  needs  at  every 
level.  We  would  do  well  tp 
apply  the  lessons  learned  by 


Elijah  about  depend¬ 
ing  entirely  on  God. 

Elijah  was  a  ninth 
century  B.C.  prophet 
who  took  a  strong  stand  for  God 
against  Baal  worship  in  Israel. 
His  prophecy  came  against  evil 
king  Ahab  and  his  notoriously 
wicked  wife  Jezebel.  The 
prophecy  was  for  a  severe 
drought,  a  direct  answer  to  his 
own  prayer  (see  James  5:17). 
Needless  to  say,  this  did  not 
make  him  a  popular  man,  creat¬ 
ing  some  extreme  needs  in  the 
life  of  the  prophet.  Notice  the 
ways  God  met  nis  needs. 

First,  God  told  him  to  run  and 
hide.  During  several  years  of 
youth  ministry  I  attended  many 
retreats.  A  fellow  minister  once 
told  me  that  we  should  call  them 
something  else  as  the  Christian 
should  never  retreat.  I  beg  to  dif¬ 


fer!  Many  followers  of 
God  throughout  scripture 
had  times  of  retreat,  even 
our  Lord.  God  often  pro¬ 
vides  by  giving  us  times 
of  solitude  ana  escape  so 
we  can  renew  our 
strength  and  refocus  our 
minds  and  hearts.  We  are 
told  in  I  Kings  17:3  that 
God  told  Elijah  to  go  and 
hide.  God  then  proceeded 
to  tell  him  how  his  physical 
needs  for  food  and  water  would 
be  met,  although  God  is  never 
obligated  to  teU  us  beforehand 
how  He  is  going  to  provide. 
Here  we  learn  the  lesson  that 
God  cares  about  the  total  person. 
It's  interesting  that  Goa  chose 
ravens  to  serve  Elijah  while  he 
was  in  hiding.  The  raven  was 
declared  an  unclean  bird. 
Without  a  doubt,  Elijah  would 
have  never  chosen  the  raven,  but 
he  didnt  argue  with  Gods  choice, 
did  he?  Neither  should  we  ques¬ 
tion  God  in  the  methods  He 
chooses  to  meet  our  needs. 

Next,  we  find  Elijah  having  to 
change  plans  as  the  brook  he  had 
bepn  drinking  from  dried  up. 


Does  that  mean  Elijah  had  done 
something  wrong?  No!  It  simply 
meant  that  God  had  a  new  lesson 
for  him  to  learn.  This  new  lesson 
would  be  in  the  town  of 
Zeraphath,  which  means  "refin¬ 
ing".  That's  exactly  what  God 
was  trying  to  do  with  Elijah's 
faith.  Imagine  how  Elijah  felt 
when  he  discovered  that  his 
source  of  food,  the  widow,  was  so 
poor  that  she  and  her  son  were 
planning  to  starve  to  death  after  a 
last  meal.  It  must  have  been 
tempting  to  think  that  God  had 
made  a  mistake.  It  must  have 
also  been  tempting  to  go  seek 
another  source  of  food  but,  hav¬ 
ing  learned  a  lesson  from  the 
ravens,  Elijah  trusted  God  and 
saw  a  miracle.  How  many  times 
have  Christians  made  a  mess  of 
things  in  their  own  lives  and  in 
the  fives  of  others  by  taking  mat¬ 
ters  into  their  own  hands? 
Notice,  when  God's  people  trust 
Him;  not  only  do  they  see  God  at 
work  but  others  do  as  well. 

After  chapter  17,  one  would 
think  that  Elijah  had  learned 
great  lessons  about  the  power 
of  God  to  provide  under  any 


circumstance.  Perhaps  those 


lessons  helped  Elijah  in  the 


aps 

teipea  tiijan  it 
mighty  battle  on  Mount  Carmel 
as  he  called  down  fire  from 
heaven.  Elijah  truly  depended 
on  God  to  provide,  didn't  he? 
Well,  he  did  at  times.  Then  we 
see  chapter  19  with  Elijah 
scared  to  death  of  Jezebel  and 
what  she  was  threatening  to  do 
to  him.  God  showed  Elijah 
that  He  had  all  of  creation 
(through  the  wind,  the  earth¬ 
quake,  and  the  fire)  at  His  dis¬ 
posal  to  do ^Jdis  bidding.  He 
also  showed  Elijah  that  He 
doesnt  always  do  things  in  a 
fcdg,  noisy  fashion.  Sometimes 
God  provides  through  the  gen¬ 
tle  wnisper. 

We  must  -learn  the  same 
lessons  as  Elijah.  God  some¬ 
times  provides  in  ways  we  see 
as  strange.  He  provides  for 
our  needs  as  He  sees  them,  not 
as  we  see  them.  He  provides 
in  His  perfect  timing,  not  ours. 
But,  most  importantly,  He 
does  provide! 

Neal  is  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Quitman. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Having  Eternal  Life 

John  4 


By  Ginger  M.  Caughman 

The  abundant  life  in  Jesus 
Christ  begins  now  and  contin¬ 
ues  into  eternity.  This  lesson 
challenges  believers  to  notice 
opportunities  for  a  Christian 
witness.  The  woman  of 
Samaria  sought  physical  water 
but  learned  about  a  deeper 
thirst  and  real  life  in  Christ. 

Water  is  wonderful  and  is 
provided  by  Gods  good  cre¬ 
ation.  (See  Genesis  1  and  2). 

Some  water  trivia.  Water 
covers  nearly  three-fourths  of 
the  earths  surface.  Only  about 
3%  of  the  worlds  water  is 
unsalty.  A  leaking  faucet  can 
waste  ten-to-twenty  gallons  of 
water  daily.  Do  you  let  the 
water  run  while  brushing 
teeth?  A  watermelon  contains 
about  97%  water.  The  human 
body  is  about  70  %  water. 

1.  Begin  Naturally.  Read 
John  4:3-9. 


n 


The  first  step  in  wit- 


tep 

nessing  is  to  find  com¬ 
mon  ground  for  begin¬ 
ning  a  conversation. 

2.  Talk  About  Real 
Life.  Read  John  4:10-14 
Some  serious  ques¬ 
tions.  What  is  real?  What 
is  real  about  your  life? 
Do  you  have  a  life  that  is 
meaningful? 

In  witnessing,  after 
beginning  a  conversation,  you 
can  then  move  to  a  deeper  level. 

Ask:  Do  you  know  that  you 
have  eternal  life?  Jesus  talked 
about  real  life  to  the  woman  at 
Jacobs  well.  He  persisted  in 
talking  about  spiritual  thirst.  It 
took  her  awhile  to  understand. 
Jesus  was  the  gift  of  God  (v.  10) 
offered  to  the  woman  and  to 
each  of  us  who  receives  Him. 

3.  Stay  on  Track.  Read  John 
4:  24-26 

I  remember  hearing  the  great 
Southern  Baptist  preacher.  Dr.  J. 
D.  Grey  say,  fDon  t  do  what  I  do. 
If  a  rabbit  jumps  up  in  my  ser¬ 
mon,  I'm  going  to  snoot  at  it." 

When  witnessing  about  your 
faith,  don't  take  every  tangent. 
Remember  your  purpose  is  to 
introduce  someone  to  Christ! 


Water  is  essential 
for  life.  In  America 
most  of  us  have  never 
experienced  true  Caughman 
hunger,  but  we  have 
each  been  thirsty.  Humans  can 
live  several  weeks  without  food 
but  will  die  in  several  days 
without  water. 

Israel  has  always  been  a  dry 
and  thirsty  land.  The  annual 
rainfall  is  about  25  inches.  The 
dry  months  are  May  through 
October.  Jesus  and  His  disciples 
left  Judea  and  headed  toward 
Galilee.  Samaria  was  in- 
between  the  two  countries  of 
Judea  and  Galilee.  Je6us  rested 
at  Jacobs  well  while  His  disci¬ 
ples  went  into  the  town  to  buy 
food.  An  unnamed  woman  of 
Samaria  came  to  the  well  to 
draw  water.  Jesus  began  the 
conversation.  A  natural  topic 
was  to  talk  about  water.  She 
couldn't  believe  He  would  talk 
with  her. 


Jesus  stayed  straight  to  the 
point.  In  the  beginning  of  John 
we  learned  that  the  Hebrew 
word  Messiah  and  the  Greek 
word  Christ,  both  mean  the 
Anointed  One.  The  Samari tan- 
woman  was  trying  to  process 
this  new  information  ana  said,  "I 
know  that  Messiah,  called 
Christ,'  is  coming  and  will 
explain  everything.  (John  4:  25). 
She  was  startled  when  Jesus 
revealed  that  He  was  that  One. 

4.  Watch  for  New 
Opportunities.  Read  John  4:28- 
30;  39-42. 

Watch!  Like  the  signs  at  a 
railroad  crossing,  look  and  lis¬ 
ten!  Be  alert  and  watch  for 
opportunities  to  say  a  word 
about  our  Savior.  The 
Samaritan  woman  witnessed  to 
the  town  people  and  led  them 
to  come  see  and  hear  Messiah. 
Many  accepted  Christ  as  "the 
Savior  of  the  world”  (v.42b). 

Thirsty?  Think  of  a  time  that 
you  have  been  really  thirsty. 
Once  when  hiking  in  the  Rocky 
Mountains  my  husband  gave 
me  the  last  of  the  water  in  his 
canteen.  My  water  supply  was 
gone.  My  throat  was  ary  and 
parched  from  the  dusty  trail. 


Later  I  told  Bill  that  his  gift  of 
water  was  true  love. 

God  provided  physical 
water  on  the  earth  and  offers 
spiritual  water  to  all.  Perhaps 
you  feel  spiritually  dry?  David 
was  in  tne  desert  of  Judah 
when  he  wrote,  "O  God,  thou 
art  my  God;  early  will  I  seek 
Thee:  my  soul  tnirsteth;  my 
flesh  longeth  for  Thee  in  a  dry 
and  thirsty  land,  where  no 
water  is."  (Psalm  63:1  KJV). 
Because  of  love,  Christ  offers 
Himself  to  all  that  receive  Him. 
Read  the  beautiful  metaphor  in 
John  4:10,  14  and  7:37.  Do  you 
have  eternal  life?  Jesus  is  the 
gift  of  God.  Are  you  spiritually 
tnirsty?  "Come!  Take  the  free 
gift  of  the  water  of  life!" 
(Revelation  22:17). 

During  September  we  have 
sought  to  better  understand 
real  life  in  Christ.  The  real  life 
Jesus  promised  is  life  to  the  full. 
Pray  for  an  opportunity  to  tell 
others  about  real  life.  In  your 
daily  routines  this  week,  notice 
people  who  Would  appreciate  a 
word  from  you  about  Christ. 

Caughman  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Magee. 
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Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing, 
and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop¬ 
ping.  News  items  and/or  fkhotograpns 
can  be  published  one  time  only. 
Deadline  for  submitting  qews  is  one 
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News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
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•  A  MONTHLY  PI  IMITATION  Of  THL  CHRISTIAN  A(  TK)N  COMMISSION  OF  Till  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVENTION  • 

immy  Pokiir,  '  Lie  Yant  fy,  mam  /  /  w  /  Rita  Wood,  Ai  >\u\isik\ii\i 


Issue 


v.ini  e\  ",  nil  k  n 


YV(KKlf"inu)(  l),e 


w.i  nristi.in.ic  l u it i .<  out 


Calling  All  Deer 
Hunters:  Help  Alleviate 
Hunger  in  Mississippi 


By  Lee  Yancey 

In  1  Kings  17  Elijah  asked  a 
widow  of  Zarephath  for  a  cup  of 
water  and  a  piece  of 
bread.  The  poor  woman 
replied,  "As  the  Lord 
uour  God  lives,  I  have  no 
bread,  only  a  handful  of 
flour  in  the  bowl  and  a 
little  oil  in  the  jar;  and 
behold,  I  am  gathering  a 
few  sticks  that  I  may  go 
in  and  prepare  for  me 
and  my  son,  that  we  Yan 
may  eat  it  and  die"  (1 
Kings  17:12).  The  scene  is  a  pic¬ 
ture  of  hopelessness.  We  see  a 
mother  preparing  the  last  meal 
that  she  and  her  son  will  have 
together  on  earth.  She  sees  no 
future,  no  way  out. 

For  many  Mississippians, 
the  lack  of  food  is  an  ongoing 
issue.  18%  of  people  in  our 
state  live  in  poverty.  Almost 
one  out  of  5.  25%  of  children 
live  in  poverty,  and  14%  of 
households  are  hungry  or  at 
risk  of  hunger.  They  frequent¬ 
ly  skip  meals  or  eat  too  little, 
sometimes  going  without 
food  for  an  entire  day.  Nearly 
10%  of  households  in 
Mississippi  are  at  risk  of 
hunger.  They  have  lower 
quality  diets  or  must  resort  to 
seeking  emergency  food 
assistance  because  they  can¬ 
not  always  afford  the  food 
they  need.  The  Clarion  Ledger 
reported  that  a  survey  done 
by  the  Center  on  Hunger  and 
Poverty  (Brandeis  University, 
Waltham,  Massachusetts) 
revealed  that  3%  of 
Mississippi  households  sur¬ 
veyed  reported  food  insecuri¬ 
ty  and  hunger  in  1998  and 
2000.  The  center,  which 
helped  initiate  and  draft  the 
bipartisan  Hunger  Relief  Act 
to  improve  food  stamp  bene¬ 
fit  allotments,  defines  hunger 
as  the  uneasy  painful  sensa¬ 
tion  caused  by  a  recurrent  or 
involuntary  lack  of  food  and 
is  a  potential,  although  not 
necessary,  consequence  of 
food  insecurity.  Over  time, 
hunger  may  result  in  malnu¬ 
trition.  In  the  same  September 
3,  2002,  Clarion  Ledger  article 
("Food  banks  there  when  next 
meal  isn't"  by  Sherri 
Williams),  John  Alford,  exec¬ 
utive  director  of  the 


er  Mississippi  Food  Network, 
date  said  the  amount  of  food  the 
PPi  network  distributed 

increased  22%  from  2000  to 
2001.  Last  year  they  distrib¬ 
uted  13  million  pounds  of 
sked  a  food  to  more  than  400  chari- 
cup  of  ties  in  74  counties.  Alford  said 
children  consume  48 
percent  of  food  from 
the  Mississippi  Food 
Network,  senior  citi¬ 
zens  consume  33  per¬ 
cent,  and  the  rest  are 
the  working  poor. 

While  there  are  gov¬ 
ernment  programs  that 
help*  provide  food,  is 
Yancev  there  something  that 

y  Mississippi  Baptists  can 

a  pic-  do?  The  answer  is  yes.  One 
see  a  way  to  help  is  to  give  generous- 
1  meal  ly  to  the  Southern  Baptist 
l  have  World  Hunger  Offering  on 
,.es  no  Sunday,  October  13.  Funds  col¬ 
lected  go  to  provide  immediate 
food  relief  where  it  is  needed 
pians,  the  most.  Another  way  to  help 
going  fight  hunger  is  by  donating 
n  our  deer  meat.  Hunting  season  is 
lmost  rapidly  approaching,  and  with 
ildren  it  an  opportunity  to  nelp  a  hun- 
1%  of  gry  family.  Mississippi 
or  at  Sportsmen  Against  Hunger 
juent-  (MASH)  is  an  agency  that  is 
little,  hunter  supported  and  collects 
i thou t  food  for  the  needy.  Since  1992, 
Jearly  175,000  pounds  of  deer  meat 
i  in  and  other  foods  have  been 
sk  of  donated  by  Mississippi  hunters 
lower  to  benefit  the  hungry.  To  make 
sort  to  a  deer  meat  donation,  hunters 
food  should  harvest  one  of 
r  can-  Mississippi's  estimated  two 
food  million  wnitetail  deer.  Skin  and 
Ledger  quarter  the  deer  and  take  any 
done  surplus  deer  meat  to  one  of  the 
?r  and  MSAH  Collection  Centers 
ersity,  below.  It  costs  the  donating 
isetts)  hunter  nothing  to  participate. 

of  Hunters  can  donate  a  whole 
>  sur-  deer,  a  front  shoulder  or  any- 
ecuri-  thing  in  between,  but  the  meat 
i  and  should  be  cleaned,  quartered 
which  and  in  good  condition.  Note 
ft  the  that  NO  ribs  or  necks  are 
ef  Act  accepted  due  to  the  expense  of 
bene-  processing  for  the  limited 
unger  quantity  of  meat  yielded. 


Individual  County 
Contacts 

•  Forrest  -  Pete  Cascio/ Cascio 
Meats  (601)  268-2758 

•  Hinds  -Charlie  Pike/ 
Broadmoor  Meats  (601 )  922-3461 

•  Hinds  -  Mike  Triplett/The 
Buck  Shop  (601 )  362-99Z2 


•  Hinds  -  Dwight 
Traxler/S&D  Deer  Processing 
(601)885-6474 

•  Holmes  -  David  Winters/ 
Holmes  Co.  Cannery  (601) 
283-4781 

/V 

*■  Jones  -  Jiipmy  Houston/ 
Houston.  Processing  (601) 
428-728^ 

•  LamarJ-  Fatig  Mohammed/ 
Family  Mea|s  (601)  264-2544 

•  Lincom  -  Ms.  Lqruie 
Smith/  Country  Meat  Market 
(601)  833-0359  V 

\  v  V  y* 

•  Monroe  -  BucR|y  Mobley/'' 

Mobley  DeAr  Processing  (662) 
369-6693  \  •  \ 

•  Montgomery  v  Larry 
Greenlee/Greenlee's  ’‘Shoprite 
(601)  262-4265 

•  Newton  -  Ronnie  Myers/* 
Myers  Processing  (601)  683-6to?H 

•  Noxubee  -  Phillip  Knepp/ 
Sunbelt  Meats  (601)  726-2520  jfl 

•  Rankin  -  Van  Allen  /  V^n's 
Deer  Processing  (601)  825-5643 

•  Warren  -  David 
White/Nick's  Custom  Meats 
(601)636-0342 

•  Washington  -  Darrell 
Koehn/Darrelrs  Deer  Processing 
(662)  335-3323 

•  Webster  -  Wallace  Sansing/ 
Sansing  Meats  (662)  263-8228 

•  Winston  -  Mrs.  Jean 
Sullivan/  Sullivan's  Processing 
(662)  773-2839 

•  Yazoo  -  Charles  Milner/ 
Milner's  Deer  Processing  (601) 
746-6472 

If  you  don't  see  your  deer 
processor  listed  above,  send  an 
e-mail  to  info@msah.org. 

The  Lord  provided  for  the 
widow  of  Zarephath  and  her  son 
through  the  prophet  Elijah.  The 
bmvl  of  flour  and  tb:  jar  of  oil  was 
not  exhausted  throughout  the 
remainder  of  the  famine.  Would 
you  allow  God  to  use  you  and  your 
family  to  help  meet  the  hunger 
needs  of  fellow  men  and  women, 
Ivys  aha  girls?  Once  their  needs 
are  met  by  physical  bread,  perhaps 
they  will  be  receptive  to  the  Bread 
of  Life,  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 


The  following  statistics 
pertain  to  hunger  and 
poverty  in  Mississippi: 

Mississippi 
Demographics  (1999) 

Population:  992,768,619 


Average  Monthly  Benefit  per 
person:  $67.04 

Length  of  Food  Stamp 
Application:  21  pages 

V  *  y  WIC  (FY  1999) 

4  .  <A 

Total  Nufciber  of  Participants: 


Per  Capita  Income:  920,688  V\  '•  / ;  £2,993,  women 

t  infants 

Poverty  Rate:  16.1% }  ;  44,263  children 

/  (444,000)  people) 


(444,000)  people)  V  : 

Sj  Child  Poverty  Rate:  22.3^  '  JjLf  School  Breakfast  Program 


(167,000  children) 


:*T% 


Federal  Nutrition 

Food  Grant  $3,644,656 


IK  (1999-2000) 

Average  Daily  Student 
Participation:  153,712  low- 
income  children 

Number  of  Participating 
Schools:  792  Schools 

National  School  Lunch 
Program  (1999-2000) 


Average  Daily  Student 

Administrative  Grant  $752,086  Participation:  286,271  low- 

income  children 

Food  Stamp  Program 

(FY  1999)  Number  of  Participating 

Schools:  9,908  Schools 

Average  Monthly  Summer  Food  Sen  ice 


Participation:  288,057  people  Program  for  Children  (1999) 


Child  Participation: 
152,968  children 

Average  Number  of 
Households  Monthly: 
115,176  households 


Average  Daily  Summer 
Participation:  31,580  low- 
income  children 

Number  of  Summer  Food 
Sites:  212  sites 

*  Source: 

www.secondharvest.org 


It  you  . ire  interested  in  receiving 
Christian  Action  updates  via  the 
internet  and  will  share  this 
information  with  friends  and  your 
church,  please  e-mail  us  at 
rwood@mbcb.  org. 

Include  your  name,  address, 
phone  number,  and  church  name. 


i 


yssgpgg 


SBC  won't  recognize  new  Missouri  group 


sought  to  honor  that  effort  to  give  and  to  closed  to  outsiders. 

support  Southern  Baptist  missions.  NAMB  leaders  say  Southern  Baptists 

"It  is  the  business  of  the  state  whether  it  will  need  private  investors  in  order  to  raise 
has  one  or  20  state  conventions.  It  is  the  an  estimated  $75  million  it  would  take  to 
business  of  the  Southern  Baptist  establish  a  major  presence  in  television. 
Convention  in  each  instance  to  have  the  Currently,  NAMB  spends  about  $6  million 
prerogative  to  determine  how  they're  a  year  for  FamilyNet,  which  in  turn  gener- 
going  to  relate  to  any  state  conventions  or  ates  about  $3  million  in  income, 
any  number  of  state  conventions,"  •  Approved  a  new  publication  for 
Chapman  added.  Midwestern  Seminary  titled,  Midwestern 

The  Executive  Committee  also  reactivat-  Journal  of  Theology.  The  Executive 
ed  an  ad  hoc  committee  to  study  the  SBC's  Committee  also  authorized  the  seminary's 
relationship  to  the  Baptist  World  Alliance  request  for  a  fund  raising  event  called  The 
(BWA).  Chapman  is  amring  the  SBC  lead-  Vision:  Growing  Disciples  Today  to  Make 
ers  who  have  expressed  dismay  that  BWA  Disciples  Tomorrow. 

is  considering  a  formal  request  from  the  •  Approved  changes  proposed  by  the 
Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship  (CBF)  to  IMB  in  the  agency's  own  statement  of  its 
:~nBWA.  ministry  assignments.  The  revisions 

CBF  was  formed  years  ago  by  Baptists  include  incorporating  "nurturing  church- 
unhappy  with  the  growing  conservative  planting  movements,"  which  supporting 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP,  ABP,  and  local  sou£ 
reports)  —  The  Southern  Baptist  supi 
Convention  (SBC)  Executive  Committee  "1 
will  not  recognize  the  newly  formed  has 
Baptist  General  Convention  or  Missouri  busi 
(BGCM)  as  a  collecting  agent  for  the  SBC,  Con 
following  action  taken  at  the  committee's  prer 
Sept.  17  meeting.  goin 

Executive  Committee  members  also  any 
declined  to  recommend  limiting  the  num-  Cha 
ber  of  state  Conventions  recognized  by  the  T 
national  body.  Their  decision  was  in  ed  a 
response  to  a  motion  referred  to  the  relal 
Executive  Committee  from  the  2002  SBC  (BW 
annual  meeting  in  June  in  St.  Louis.  ers  ^ 

Bruce  Prescott,  a  messenger  to  the  June  is  o 
annual  meeting  from  First  Church,  Coo 
Norman,  Okla.,  and  a  supporter  of  limiting  join 
the  number  of  state  conventions,  was 
allowed  the  opportunity  to  speak  on  behalf 
of  the  issue  before  Executive 
Committee  members  voted. 

Prescott  claimed  the  rationale  given 
in  the  administrative  committee  meet¬ 
ing  for  adopting  the  recommendation 
appeared  'To  contradict  (Morris  H.) 

Chapman's  statement  in  a  Jan.  25, 

2002,  letter  to  Jim  Hill." 

Hill  is  the  former  executive  director 
of  the  Missouri  Baptist  Convention 
who  has  been  instrumental  in  starting 
the  new  Missouri  convention. 

Prescott  cited  an  excerpt  from  that 
letter  where  Chapman  wrote,  "A  sin¬ 
gle  state  Baptist  convention  per  area  is 
tne  ideal  and  best  serves  the  interests, 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention." 

Prescott  did  not  note  that  this  was 
one  of  four  underlying  assumptions 
that  Chapman  outlined  as  back¬ 
ground  for  measuring  how  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  the  new  convention  in 
Missouri  compared  to  historic  prac¬ 
tices  and  the  best  interests  of  the  SBC, 
nor  did  Prescott  acknowledge  how 
Chapman  addressed  this  assumption 
in  tne  rationale  that  followed  in  the 
letter. 

Chapman's  letter  to  Jim  Hill  can  be 
read  in  its  entirety  at 
Baptist2Baptist.net. 

Prescott  also  said  it  "appears  con¬ 
tradictory  to  say  in  Missouri  that  one 
state  convention  per  state  is  in  the  best 
interest  of  the  convention  and  then  in 
Texas  and  Virginia  to  deny  that  recog¬ 
nizing  and  accepting  gifts  from  only 
one  convention  in  each  state  is  in  the 
best  interest  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention." 

The  BGCM  was  recently  organized 
in  protest  of  what  members  of  tne  new  con-  din 
vention  contend  is  a  fundamentalist  J  w 
takeover  of  the  older  Missouri  Baptist  James  T.^  Draper,  president  of  LifeWay 
Convention.  Other  states  with  compering  Christian  Resources;  Jerry  Rankin,  presi- 
conventions  include  Texas  and  Virginia.  dent  of  the  International  Mission  Board 
Chapman,  president  and  chief  executive  (IMB);  Paige  Patterson,  president  of 
officer  of  tne  Executive  Committee,  Southe'asterfi  Seminary;  Tom  Elliff,  pastor 
explained  the  convention's  stance  follow-  of  First  Southern  Baptist  Church  Del  City, 
ing  Prescott's  remarks.  Okla.;  Gary  Smith,  chairman  of  the  SBC 

"Without  trying  to  refute  the  argument.  Executive  Committee;  Paul  Pressler,’  a 

let  me  just  simply  explain  it  this  way.  retired  judge  from  Houston,  Texas;  and 

Southern  Baptists  nave  taken  no  action  to  Bob  Sorrell  of  Bellevue  Church  in  Cordova, 
instruct  its  Executive  Committee,  nor  has  Tenn.,  outside  Memphis, 
the  Executive  Committee  recommended  to  In  other  business,  the  Executive 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  that  any  Committee: 

relationship  with  a  state  convention  be  sev-  •  Received  a  report  from  the  North 
ered  and  terminated,"  Chapman  said.  American  Mission  Board  (NAMB)  to 

"It  is  our  responsibility  until  the  request  the  restructuring  of  FamilyNet 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  should  Television  from  a  non-profit  to  a  for-profit 
choose  to  do  otherwise,  to  do  what  we  can  subsidiary.  Members  met  in  a  rare  execu- 

to  partner  as  best  we  know  how  with  our  tive  session  and  will  act  on  the  report  at  a 

state  conventions.  That  doesn't  mean  that  later  date. 

there  is  total  agreement,  but  it  does  mean  The  full  Executive  Committee  met  35 
that  in  the  case  of  several  of  our  long-  minutes  behind  closed  doors  to  review 
standing  partnerships,  these  state  conven-  "confidential  material"  provided  to  cona¬ 
tions  continue  to  give  faithfully  through  mittee  members  and  staff.  Earlier  commit- 
the  Cooperative  Program.  And  we  have  tee  discussions  on  the  issue  were  also 


SBC  chief: 
churches  need 
own  schools 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
Southern  Baptist  churches 
should  establish  Christian 
schools  to  develop  young  dis¬ 
ciples  and  empower  kingdom 
growth  through  education, 
said  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC)  President 
lack  Graham.  The  pastor  of  the 
Dallas-area  Prestonwood 
Church  in  Plano  issued  the  call 
to  plant  new  schools'  during 
his  address  to  members  of  the 
SBC  Executive  Committee 
Sept.  16  in  Nashville. 

"I  think  it's  time  that 
Southern  Baptist  churches  and 
associations  and  groups  of 
churches  look  more  seriously 
at  establishing  kingdom 
schools,  Christian  schools," 
Graham  said. 

"I  think  it's  time  we  look  at 
not  only...  equipping  young 
leaders  at  seminaries  and  col¬ 
leges,  but  we  look  more  seri¬ 
ously  at  starting  at  the  earliest 
years,  developing  disciples 
and  empowering  kingdom 
growth  through  education." 


receives  Eagle 


Petal  Harvey 


Bibliociph 

By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  2002 


KBRIRVDIR  Z  CXFR 


HDM  CD  IRADIE 


CBNZ  EXH,  CBXC  Z  XQ 


LMIR  VIDQ  CBR 


WGDDE  DV  XGG  QRY. 


XACN  CKRYCH 


CKRYCH-NZT 


Clue:  R=E 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
l)een  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  lohn  Five:  Forty- 
Five. 
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